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They have made the necessity of action in this case felt,
and Stevens has had to yield, but he will, I presume, make
the proceeding odious and unjust. Baldwin asks, Why not
pass a law admitting those States? I told him Tennessee
had been admitted seventy years ago. He said he did not
strictly mean admission, but a law authorizing them to
resume their relations with the Government. I said I could
not see the necessity, or even the expediency of such a law,
for, the Rebellion being suppressed, Tennessee and each of
the States resumed their position as States, and if they
sent loyal men here, I thought they should be admitted; if
disloyal or unpardoned Rebels, such could be rejected. He
was, however, very tenacious on this point, and I doubt
not is committed to it. What harm, inquired he, can come
from passing such a law, preliminary to receiving the
Members. I told him it was, as a general rule, harmM to
over-legislate, it is harmful to pass laws without authority,
to assume powers or to concede them; that Congress, as
a body, had no business with the election of Members, but
the Constitution directs each house shall decide for itself
in regard to the members of the respective bodies. The two
houses could not legally or b,y any constitutional authority
exclude a State or deny it representation. It was, however,
unpleasant for the President and Congress to be in antag-
onism, and if it was mere form which he had in view with-
out objectionable points or ulterior purpose, possibly such
a bill might not be vetoed, yet I thought it very question-
able, for it would be centralizing and magnifying federal
power here and dwarfing the State.

I therefore anticipate that Stevens, finding the Commit-
tee and Congress are determined to admit the Tennessee
Members to their seats, will set to work to frame an of-
fensive bill such as the President cannot sign, or which,
if he does sign, will discredit himself and violate his, and all
correct, principles. This, however, I am satisfied he will
not do. Then on him is to be thrown the responsibility of
excluding the Tennessee Members.